The abdomen as source of sepsis in critically ill patients.
Among patients with life-threatening sepsis that has no clear site of origin, the abdomen continues to be a probable and tractable possibility. The cavity has the microbiologic and anatomic potential for sudden or indolent sepsis and the cause may be either obvious or obscure. The abdomen or the various structures may be primary sources that are secondary and independent of disease that brought the patient to peril. They also could be secondary and dependent upon an abdominal operation complicated by sepsis. The partnership of intensivist and surgical consultant, addressing possibilities and challenges, must identify the most probable cause and the most timely response for positive intervention in the critically ill patient threatened by sepsis.